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Stravinsky was a prolific composer for well over half a century, achieving success in a variety of

musical styles. An exile from his native Russia for 48 years, he finally returned in 1962 to a great

deal of acclaim. Many people consider him one of the greatest composers of the 20th century, with

such great compositions as The Rite of Spring, The Firebird, and Petrushka, which remain his most

popular pieces.
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Jim Whiting has been a journalist, writer, editor, and photographer for more than 20 years. In

addition to a lengthy stint as publisher of Northwest Runner magazine, Mr. Whiting has contributed

articles to the Seattle Times, Conde Nast Traveler, Newsday, and Saturday Evening Post. He has

edited more than 100 Mitchell Lane titles in the Real-Life Reader Biography series and Unlocking

the Secrets of Science. A great lover of classical music, he has written many books for young

adults, including The Life and Times of Irving Berlin and The Life and Times of FrÃƒÂ©dÃƒÂ©ric

Chopin (Mitchell Lane). He lives in Washington state with his wife and two teenage sons.
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